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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 08963 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR MASS BC UK 

SUBJECT: BOTSWANA COMMANDER MERAFHE'S LONDON VISIT 

1 . MERAFHE'S VISIT TO LONDON LAST WEEK DID NOT RESULT 

IN ANY CONCLUSIVE UK-BOTSWANAN DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS. 

FCO ASSISTANT DEPARTMENT HEAD DAVID SPRAGUE SAID THAT 
WHILE MERAFHE'S TRIP WAS "PRIVATE," BOTH THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE AND DEFENSE MINISTRY OPENED THEIR DOORS TO HIM 
(TED ROWLANDS HOSTED A LUNCH FOR MERAFHE). 

2. SPRAGUE SAID MERAFHE "SEEMED TO BE FEELING HIS WAY 
AS A MILITARY MAN." SEVERAL PROBLEMS IN THE BOTSWANAN 
DEFENSE FORCE WERE IDENTIFIED DURING THE TALKS BUT 
MERAFHE WAS CAUTIOUS IN DISCUSSING SOLUTIONS. SPRAGUE 
SAID BOTSWANA'S PRINCIPLE REQUIREMENTS-BEYOND EQUIP- 
MENT- WERE TRAINING AND ORGANIZATION. 
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3. THE DEFENSE FORCE NEEDS TRAINING FOR ITS PLATOON AND 
COMPANY COMMANDERS, ITS SIGNALS AND MOTOR TRANSPORT 
UNITS. AND ITS NCO S. HMG IS PREPARED TO FINANCE SOME 
OF THE NECESSARY TRAINING. MOST COURSES ARE BOOKED WELL 
IN ADVANCE, HOWEVER, AND MERAFHE WAS URGED TO DEVELOP 
HIS SPECIFIC TRAINING REQUIREMENTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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MERAFHE MADE NO COMMITMENT TO DO SO. 

4. ON ORGANIZATION, HMG OFFERED ADVICE ON ALTERNATIVE 
STRUCTURES FOR THE FORCE. THE BRITISH ALSO EXPRESSED 
THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SEND A SURVEY TEAM TO BOTSWANA TO 
STUDY ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS. MERAFHE SAID HE WOULD 
"BEAR IT IN MIND." 

5. OTHER THAN REITERATING UK POLICY ON EQUIPMENT 
ASSISTANCE, SPRAGUE DID NOT SAY WHAT ARMS SALES OPPOR- 
TUNITIES MERAFHE INVESTIGATED PRIVATELY WHILE HE WAS 
HERE. 

6. COMMENT: THE BRITISH ARE EAGER TO BE RESPONSIVE, 

WITHIN THEIR OWN LIMITS, TO BOTSWANA'S DEFENSE NEEDS, 

BUT FOUND MERAFHE LESS FORTHCOMING THAN MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
EXPECTED. 
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